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W
elcome to a place where ancient stories echo through 
sandstone gorges, where sunsets stretch across endless 
skies, and where every journey, no matter how you travel, 
leads to something unforgettable.

Outback Queensland is full of surprises. Fossil-rich landscapes and 
quirky towns. Luxe retreats and laid-back bush camps. Guided cultural 
experiences and spontaneous roadside discoveries. Whether you’re 
travelling solo, with family, in a group, or on a romantic escape, this guide 
is packed with ideas to help you shape your perfect adventure.

Explore dramatic natural wonders like Carnarvon Gorge and the rugged 
beauty of the Channel Country. Follow the dinosaur trail through world-
class museums and roll up your sleeves for the thrill of hands-on fossil 
hunting. Join a local event, toast the day at a classic Outback pub, or 
unwind in mineral-rich hot springs along the Wellness Way.

Choose from scenic drive itineraries that connect iconic stops with 
hidden gems. Camp under the stars, glamp in style, or settle into a cozy 
retreat with all the creature comforts. Discover new experiences - from 
birdwatching and bushwalks to fishing, Indigenous culture, and guided 
tours that bring the land’s stories to life.

Outback Queensland Tourism Association proudly supports accessible 
travel. Many of our signature experiences and attractions are access-
friendly, with local operators committed to welcoming all visitors.

So, whether you’re chasing adventure, connection, or a little peace and 
quiet - your Outback Queensland journey starts here.

Acknowledgement of Country
Outback Queensland Tourism Association acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of Country and recognises their continuing 
connection to land, waters, culture, and community. We 
pay our respects to Elders past, present and future.

We celebrate First Nations tourism and cultural experiences that 
foster learning, respect and understanding in the telling of Outback 
Queensland’s story and those of the traditional custodians of this land. 

Outback Queensland Tourism Association has compiled and produced this publication in the interests 
of fostering and developing tourism in Queensland. No part of this publication (advertising or editorial) 
may be reproduced without written permission of the Outback Queensland Tourism Association Inc. 
©OQTA 2026. 

No responsibility is accepted for information contained in advertisements or editorial. The inclusion 
or exclusion of any establishment does not indicate any recommendation or otherwise on the part of 
the Association which, in addition, does not hold itself responsible for any complaints relating to such 
establishments or businesses. However, we would welcome constructive comments from visitors to the 
region and these should be addressed to: CEO, Outback Queensland Tourism Association, PO Box 506, 
Longreach QLD 4730

Photos: courtesy of Tourism and Events Queensland, 
Queensland Government and other tourism partners and 
Councils in Outback Queensland. Anne-Maree Lloyd, Shot By 
Rob, Sophia Levy,  Cameron Laird Photography, Helen Kidd, 
RLR Photography, Lauran Gilligan, Sean Scott Photography, 
Wish You Were Here.

Front Cover: Windorah sand dunes;  
Tourism and Events Queensland; by Reuben Nutt 
Back Cover: Knot-A-Saurus Park, Eromanga;  
Tourism and Events Queensland;  
by Hailey Bartholomew (Rumble)

Outback 
Queensland
Every traveller has a tale to tell —  
begin yours here
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Australian Tourism 
Awards 2024
BIRDSVILLE BIG RED BASH
Gold: Festivals & Events

FUN OVER 50 HOLIDAYS
Gold: Tour & Transport Operators

QUILPIE VISITOR INFORMATION 
CENTRE, MUSEUM & GALLERY
Silver: Visitor Information Services

MITCHELL GRASS RETREAT
Finalist: Unique Accommodation

FESTIVAL OF OUTBACK SKIES
Bronze: Festivals and Events

QUILPIE VISITOR INFORMATION 
CENTRE, MUSEUM & GALLERY
Bronze: Visitor Information�Services

WESTERN QUEENSLAND SPIRIT 
DISTILLERY & CELLAR DOOR
Bronze: Tourism Wineries, 
Distilleries and Breweries

Queensland Top  
Tourism Town  
Awards 2025
HUGHENDEN
Bronze: Top Tiny Tourism Town

ROMA, THALLON,  
CLONCURRY & CROYDON
Finalists

Queensland Tourism  
Awards 2025
ST GEORGE REGION 
EXPLORE�CENTRE
Gold: Visitor Information Services

FUN OVER 50 HOLIDAYS
Gold: The Steve Irwin Award 
for�Ecotourism

Gold: Major Tour & 
Transport�Operators

Gold: Cultural Tourism

QUEENSLAND MUSIC TRAILS -  
THE OUTBACK TRAIL
Silver: Cultural Tourism

MITCHELL GRASS RETREAT
Silver: Unique Accommodation

OUTBACK AUSSIE TOURS
Silver: Major Tour & 
Transport�Operators

QUEENSLAND HELICOPTERS
Bronze: Tour & Transport�Operators

Western Queensland Spirit, Roma

O U T B A C K  Q U E E N S L A N D  T R A V E L L E R ’ S  G U I D E 03



What’s NewDiscover
2026IN

From fresh trails and immersive tours to new tastes and 
cultural experiences, 2026 brings a whole new way to explore 

the Outback. Start planning your journey – visit our website for 
a full list of exciting Outback adventures.

Barcaldine &  
Beyond Tours
Step into “Walter Chev”, a 
beautifully maintained 1930 
Chevrolet tourer, for a new 
30-minute open-air experience 
around Barcaldine. Enjoy 
storytelling, see the local 
landmarks, and hear about 
Barcaldine’s history, including the 
Tree of Knowledge, the site of the 
1891 Great Shearers’ Strike. Departs 
daily at 2:15 pm and 3:00 pm from 
Country Rumours, 103 Oak Street.

  BARCALDINE   

All roads lead 
to the Great 
Western Hotel
Now owned by Kpat Hotels, 
the Great Western Hotel 
is undergoing an exciting 
refresh. With a�bar and bistro 
refurbishment planned and 
a new drive-through bottle 
shop, locals and travellers can 
expect added convenience. 
Accommodation upgrades are 
also on the horizon, breathing 
new life into this much-loved 
Outback icon.

  HUGHENDEN  

Cocktail and Whisky 
Ageing Classes at Western 
Queensland Spirit
Learn the art of cocktail making in an 
interactive cocktail class. Guided by 
expert mixologists, craft three cocktails 
while learning the techniques, and explore 
flavour balancing and presentation tips. 
Unlock the secrets of whisky ageing in 
an immersive tasting experience – from 
fermentation and distillation through 
to the science of maturation. Enjoy four 
tastings and discover how time, climate, 
wood, char, and cask history all shape a 
whisky’s character. 

  ROMA��  

River and Rail Experiences
Travel like a VIP with Outback Aussie Tours on their signature 
River and Rail experiences, like the Silver-Tails Rail Sunset 
tour. As the sun sets, glide through floodplains, ghost 
gums, and red mulga country aboard a heritage rail motor - 
complete with canapés and stunning Outback views. For the 
ultimate Longreach adventure, secure an Outback Aussie 
Tours Longreach Legends Pass.

  LONGREACH  
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The Italian –  
Dine in Style
Dine in style at The Italian Longreach. 
Specialising in handmade pizzas, 
pasta, and fine wines, it’s perfect 
for dinner (Tuesday to Sunday). Or 
for hosting special celebrations and 
corporate events in the private dining 
room in the elegant 1886 Heritage 
Cellar, seating a maximum of 12 
guests. Indoor and outdoor seating 
available - bookings recommended.

  LONGREACH  

Roma Recovery 
Roma Recovery is a self-accessed 
wellness retreat in the heart of Roma, 
perfect for travellers needing to 
recharge. With traditional sauna, 
infrared sauna, and cold plunge 
experiences, it’s designed to restore 
both body and mind after long 
journeys or active days. 

  ROMA  

Herbgully Cottage
Step into Herbgully Cottage and 
discover vintage charm blended with 
country comfort. Lovingly restored 
from its 1940s origins, this homely 
two-bedroom retreat is just 5km 
from Roma and next door to Western 
Queensland Spirit. Explore the Roma 
region, relax in the native cottage 
garden or simply kick back beside a 
campfire under the stars.

  ROMA  

The Big Merino
Queensland’s newest heavyweight 
has arrived – and he’s not sheepish 
about it. Standing proud at the 
Merino Motor Inn in Balonne Shire, 
this big unit is forged from recycled 
metal by Mitchell’s own Kyle 
Mansfield and built to turn heads. 
So, hoof it over, snap a selfie, and 
meet the big fella putting the ‘baa’ 
in�Balonne.

  ST GEORGE  

Charleville Icon Pass & 
Two-in-One Deal
The new Charleville Icon Pass is an all-
in-one ticket to the town’s top three 
attractions. Say hello to Australia’s 
most endangered marsupial at the 
Bilby Experience, uncover wartime 
secrets on the WWII Secret Base 
Tag-Along Tour, and gaze into the 
cosmos with sun viewing by day and 
stargazing by night at the Cosmos 
Centre. There’s also a Two-in-One 
Deal discount when you book the 
WWII Secret Base and the Tag-Along 
Tour together. Available exclusively 
for phone and in-person bookings.

  CHARLEVILLE  

New Exhibit & Planetarium Show,  
Charleville Cosmos Centre 
The Cosmos Centre has undergone a cosmic makeover, featuring a 
refreshed interior and two exciting new experiences: the Astronomy By Day exhibit 
and the planetarium show Unveiling the Invisible Universe. Journey from Galileo’s 
first telescope to modern space missions, as the hidden wonders of black holes, 
supernovae, and the evolution of astronomy through the ages are revealed.

  CHARLEVILLE  

Dululu Hotel:  
Restored & Reopened 
Lovingly restored and steeped in 
character, the Dululu Hotel invites 
you to experience a true taste of 
Queensland hospitality whether 
you’re dropping in for a drink or 
staying overnight in one of the stylish 
rooms. Originally built in 1928 and 
reborn in Dululu in 1935, this iconic 
venue has been thoughtfully revived 
blending heritage architecture with 
modern comforts. Enjoy fresh coffee, 
homemade cakes, and hearty meals 
served daily.

  DULULU  

Increased Accessibility 
at Winton Aquatic Centre
A new battery-operated hydraulic 
accessibility chair has made it 
easier for everyone to enjoy a dip at 
Winton’s Aquatic Centre. With its 
3 separate pools, water park with 
slides and sprayers, and the popular 
Buccaneer Inflatable, it’s ideal for 
chilling out in the Outback heat. 
Open from 1 September to 30 April.

  WINTON	   

Simple & Stylish Comfort 
at Cooinda Cabins
Unwind in clean, cozy comfort in 
these new self-contained cabins 
featuring a queen bed, free Wi-Fi, 
aircon, TV, laundry, and BBQ facilities. 
Located close to Hughenden’s top 
attractions, including the Flinders 
Discovery Centre and stunning 
Porcupine Gorge, it’s the ideal base 
for exploring the region’s natural 
wonders and local�charm.

  HUGHENDEN  

New Festival of  
Outback Opera Tour 
Packages, Outback 
Aussie Tours
More fun, more opera! Outback 
Aussie Tours is turning up the 
volume with exciting new Festival 
of Outback Opera packages. As 
the official ground operator, they’re 
offering fully escorted tours with 
expert Savannah Guides, blending 
world-class open-air concerts with 
stunning landscapes, flavours, and 
hospitality. Expect an unforgettable 
musical�adventure.

  VARIOUS OUTBACK LOCATIONS  

The Dusty Hour
As the sun sets, join the legendary 
Crackup Sisters at the new Dustarena 
for The Dusty Hour – an hour of 
laughs, music, Outback stories and 
vaudeville acts – like 
an 80’s game show 
filled with surprising 
twists!  Enjoy great 
snacks and genuine 
Outback hospitality. 
Twice weekly from 
May to October.

  WINTON  
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